MORGAN HILL OPEN STUDIOS 2026

Artist Weekend Guide

A little preparation goes a long way! Here’s everything you need to know to help visitors find you, feel
welcome, and enjoy a wonderful Open Studios weekend.

THE BIG 5

Make your site easy to find

Invite friends, family, neighbors & colleagues
Create a welcoming space

Encourage visitors to sign in & enter the art drawing
Take photos and enjoy meeting your visitors!

/A GET THE WORD OUT — START NOW!

Share, share, share!

Give Open Studios brochures to friends, family, colleagues and neighbors.

Send emails and share the event on social media.

Include a photo of your artwork and a link to the Morgan Hill Open Studios website.
Personally invite people to come see you — personal invitations work!

Need more brochures? Email mhopenstudios@gmail.com.

Get Your Studio or Display Space Ready

Start gathering what you'll need for the weekend:

Pop-up tent ¢ tables ° tablecloths ¢ easels/display walls ¢ cash box ¢ change ¢ packaging materials °
business cards ° price labels * payment information

If you accept electronic payments, make it easy for visitors to see their options: Venmo, PayPal, credit
card/Square, cash, etc.

Start pricing your items and even make an inventory sheet. Be sure that prices are clearly displayed, have
packaging ready, and perhaps receipts if appropriate. Visitors can feel awkward asking “How much is this?” A
visible price removes that little barrier between admiring and buying

Showing at home? Take a look at your entrance with fresh eyes. A little sprucing up, clear signage and an
inviting path can make visitors feel excited and comfortable about coming in.

? HELP VISITORS FIND YOU!

The overview maps in the brochure are a reference, but your yard signs are what guide visitors all the way to
your site.

Your Site Number Matters!

Make your SITE NUMBER BIG, BOLD & EASY TO SEE.
Clearly mark it in large print either:
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e in the red portion of the sign, or
e in the white arrow, along with your street name or full address.

Place enough signs around your neighborhood or communal venue to make the route easy to follow.

© IMPORTANT: FRIDAY EVENING

Do not put your signs out before Friday evening.

Signs placed earlier may be removed by the City.

Need more signs to help visitors find you? Email mhopenstudios@gmail.com or contact Cindy.

Even if you are in a communal space, please get those signs placed all around your venue! And be sure that
someone in your group will have a space to place brochures, QR Code easel and sign in sheet/pen.

NEW FOR 2026!

QR Code for Sign-In + Art Drawing

This year, visitors can sign in, join our mailing list and enter the drawing for THREE original artworks using
a QR code!

Each site will receive an acrylic QR-code display with instructions.

Visitors simply scan the code with their smartphone and enter their name and email address. Their information
will be added to your site's guest list and they'll be entered in the drawing for the three artworks featured in the
brochure and on our website.

Prefer Paper? No Problem!

Paper sign-in sheets will also be included in your artist package.

Visitors only need to sign in ONCE:

QR code OR paper form — not both.

Please encourage visitors to sign in and let them know about the chance to win original art!

¢ EVENT WEEKEND

Before the Doors Open

Give yourself plenty of time to finish setting up so you're completely ready to welcome visitors by 11 AM.
Have a clear welcome area with:

Your QR-code display

Paper sign-in sheet and pen

A stack of Open Studios brochures
Clearly visible prices/payment information

Need more brochures? Contact Cindy.

When Visitors Arrive...

Welcome them — then let them explore!
Greet your guests, point out the sign-in/QR code and art drawing, and then give them time and space to browse
and enjoy your work.
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A beverage or small snack is completely optional, but you're welcome to offer one if it suits your space and style.
Most importantly, talk about your art! Visitors come to Open Studios because they love the opportunity to meet
artists and discover the stories, ideas and processes behind the work.

Take Photos!

Please take photos of your space and the weekend — displays, visitors, artists at work and those wonderful Open
Studios moments.
You'll have an opportunity to share photos with us for the Morgan Hill Open Studios website.

Stay Open Until 5 PM

Please remain available to visitors for the full advertised Open Studios hours, 11 AM-5 PM.
Someone arriving at 4:55 PM may have been looking forward to seeing your work all day!

@ AFTER OPEN STUDIOS

You're almost done!

e Collect all your yard signs. Please save them for next year or contact us to arrange their return.

e If your paper sign-in sheet has not been picked up, take a clear photo of it and email it
to mhopenstudios@gmail.com.

e Complete the Post-Event Artist Survey when you receive it. Your constructive feedback helps us make
Open Studios better every year.

e Please attach or submit your favorite photos from the weekend.

THANK YOU!

You are what makes Morgan Hill Open Studios special.

Thank you for opening your studios and creative spaces, sharing your work, welcoming the community and
helping us make Morgan Hill Open Studios 2026 a wonderful weekend for artists and visitors alike.

Have fun — and have a fantastic Open Studios!
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